Centennial United Methodist Church at Ivy AUGUST 2025

A NOTE FROM PASTOR JOYCE

At my house, we are in the final stages of finishing up a basement remodel project. It's taken a while, but
we can finally see the light at the end of the tunnel. The completion of one project gives us space to look at
the next things that need to be done around our house. Isn’'t that the way it goes...it seems like there is
always something more that needs to be updated and refreshed.

The same can be said for the church. Over the last nearly 150 years, there have been numerous changes
and updates to the Ivy Centennial Church Building. The last big one was in the 1980’s, with a sanctuary
update and the addition of a new fellowship hall. It was a significant project for the congregation, but if you
step back, you realize that was more than 40 years ago. In other words, it's been a while.

As we approach the church’s 150" Anniversary, it's a good time to take a look around and see the projects
that we need to tackle to refresh and get ready for the anniversary celebration in July 2026 and beyond.
People have already been talking about this, and here are some of the ideas that have been mentioned:

1. New paint and window blinds in the fellowship hall

2. Adishwasher in the kitchen (this one was approved and is in process)

3. Updating the sanctuary with new paint and carpet (some have noticed that the carpet is bunching
up in places). We have already replaced the windows in the sanctuary with double pane, energy-
efficient windows.

4. Installing a new sound system in the sanctuary and fellowship hall to enhance the sound quality.

5. Adding video capability in the sanctuary.

6. We've already, this year, put a fresh coat of paint on portions of the church exterior.

As projects are identified and approved, there is also the question of how to pay for the updates. The
church has some resources available that have been set aside in the building fund, as well as some
undesignated memorial funds. Before we tap into those sources, we wanted to give lvy congregation
members and friends an opportunity to contribute to these projects.

For those who would like to jump on board and help Centennial get ready, there will be some envelopes
available to use to make a one-time gift to the 150" Anniversary Fund or make a pledge to be paid over
the next year. Please note that gifts to the Anniversary Fund should be over and above your regular
church giving.

Finally, we are inviting interested congregation members to be part of a Building Project Task Force. This
group will work with the Administrative Council to help make decisions about updates for the church.
Please speak to Pastor Joyce 515-480-8457 or Jeff Freel 515-770-7784 if you are interested in being part
of this planning group.

Be encouraged! There is much to be thankful for and much to look forward to.

Blessings,

Pastor Joyce



NEW BABY ANNOUNCEMENT!

Congratulations to Jonathan and DayKota Freel on the
birth of their new son Leeland Earl Freel. Leeland was
born July 9". He weighed 9 Ibs. and was 21 inches long.
Leeland is also the grandson of Jeff and Rosemary Freel.




- NO MEN’S GROUP IN AUGUST

The men’s group will take a break in August and will resume in

= September to continue planning for the Chili, Oyster Soup

= Supper and Bazaar. This group typically meets one Saturday a

~ month at 9:00 for breakfast and work projects around the church.
. This group is open to all men in the church. If you have any

| questions, please call or text Jonathan Freel at 515-771-9687.

contact Leslee Lynch at 515-967-6008

the.
r The Ivy Women'’s Fellowship Group will meet for lunch on
Thursday, August 215t at 11:30 at Sherry Burrier’'s home — 2443 SE
82nd St, Runnells. If you need to get ahold of Sherry for directions
you can reach her at 515-321-7567. If you have questions, please

Food Pantry News

Our July project was to collect canned fruits and
veggies and microwaveable meals. The idea was
that it might be helpful to have some easy to
prepare meals for kids who are home from school
during the summer months. The church collected:
36 cans of veggies, 12 cans of fruit, 52
microwaveable meals and 25 individual packages
of cereal.

Thank you to everyone who brought in donations.



Back to School Mission Project

It's that time of the year when we start thinking about
going back to school. Every child should have the supplies
they need to start the school year. As we have over the
last several years, we are asking members of the
Centennial congregation to help purchase school supplies
for children in the South East Polk School District. Walmart
and Target have some great sales. If you would like to help
with this project there is a list of basic school supplies on
the table in the narthex. Donated school supplies can be
place in the school bus. The school supplies will be
distributed through Caring Hands in Altoona.

Thank you for shining the light of Christ in our community.

La Casa de Esperanza Mission in Peru

If you would like to make a personal donation to La Case de Esperanza here is how you can help:
Go to the mission website at www.launchinternational.net/donna-gustafson and make a donation
online. Or you can also make a gift through the church, and we can forward your gift. If you have
any questions, please contact David Burrier, he is our liaison for this mission. You can call or text
515-414-0957 or catch him at church.

NEW IVY CENTENNIAL CARD MINISTRY
Over the years, we have been blessed by individuals who have

Some of those folks are no longer with us. At the last Council on
Ministries meeting, the group decided that it was important for
this church to continue this ministry. While there are still some
details to work out, we're happy to report that the lvy Women'’s
Fellowship Group has agreed to take this on.

Here is how you can help:

First, take a look at the birthday and anniversary calendar that comes out with the monthly
newsletter and ensure that the information is correct for you and your family members.

Second, if you have new greeting cards sitting around at home that you won’t be using, consider
donating them to the church for the card ministry. They don’t have to be religious but should be
church appropriate. We are looking for birthday, anniversary, get well, sympathy, new baby,
wedding and thinking of you cards. We will set up a collection box on one of the tables in the
narthex. Thank you to the lvy Women’s Group for meeting this need.


http://www.launchinternational.net/donna-gustafson

| 150™ ANNIVERSARY JULY 12, 2026

It's almost a year down the road, but it will be here before we
know it. Planning is underway! Promotional materials (i.e.
postcards) are being designed and should be ready to be
printed and made available soon.

. A master calendar of events is being developed for the
months leading up to the big day — things like an old-

b fashioned Sunday school for all ages, trivia contests, and of
course food...lots and lots of food.

If you have other fun ideas, please be sure and share them
with Jennifer Freel, one of the committee chair-persons.

If you have old pictures or other memorabilia that you could
i loan us, or if you have stories to share we want to hear from
you.

If you would like to help with the planning, please let us know. The committee’s next meeting is
scheduled for Sunday, August 24" at 12:00 (after fellowship).

Current Committee Members:

Jennifer Fischer (Co-Chair) Jill Craven
Gail Gish Whitney Long
Maggie Stout Sherry Burrier
Linda Carnahan Pastor Joyce
DISHWASHER FOR KITCHEN

A new commercial dishwasher has been ordered for the kitchen. Thank you to Ken Sharp and the
Dishwasher Task Force for your work to research and move this project forward. The new
dishwasher can do two racks of dishes in 2-3 minutes and will use less than 1 gallon of water per
load. The dishwasher has a heating element that will wash the dishes at 180 degrees, which
means the dishes will be sanitized.

The process includes the purchase and installation of the dishwasher, some plumbing and
electrical updates to accommodate the new machine, some new countertop, and a replacement
cabinet.

In a recent sermon, Pastor Joyce shared an email from a member of lvy Centennial about the
dishwasher project. Here is an excerpt:

| never favored the idea of a dishwasher, however, there seem to be numerous members that feel
we need it, | have decided to get on board. That being said, | plan to commit $1,000 towards the
cost and would like to challenge any and all that are in favor to match my commitment.

What a generous donation! If you would like to “step up to the challenge,” there are envelopes
available on the table in the narthex.



b |

If you would like to be added to our prayer list, please let Pastor Joyce know by
calling or texting (515) 480-8457 or emailing revjlwebb76@gmail.com

PRAYER LIST Please continue to hold the following people in prayer:

P d eV Jeff Olgren Leslie Hiatt  John Bowie
Nancy Day Tim Miller Ardene Williams (death of sister)
%esz S Karla Heaberlin Barb Bolt

r
Sowe

the

August 2025 CALENDAR

Sunday 8/3 11:30 am Dinner Day

Wednesday 8/6 6:30 pm Administrative Council Meets
Thursday 8/21 11:30 am Ivy Women’s Fellowship

Sherry Burrier’'s Home

Dat@ Wednesday

2443 SE 82™ St, Runnels

8/20 Steeple Items Due
— Sunday 8/24  12:00 pm 150" Anniversary Task Force Meets
Sunday 9/14 (tentative) Pie, Cake and More Auction
Saturday 11/15 Chili, Oyster Soup Supper & Bazaar
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS  AUGUST ANNI VERSARIES
14 | Katelyn Deutmeyer 3 Pastor Duane & Sheryll Skidmore
15 | Jolynn Fetters 13 Richard & Lois Wehde
17 | Karen Heaberlin 15 Chuck & Bev McGriff
17 | Lee Ann Martin 18 Don & Libby Hiatt
17 | Dale Dewey 28 Byron & Judy Hemingson
18 | Gayle Jordan
19 | Sarah Hermann
19 | Valerie Hermann
25 | Nick Corbin
26 | Brenda Person
27 | Linda Carnahan
27 | Ted Cox
27 | Chris DeMoss
27 | Mason Morgan
29 | Angela Shanks
30 | Jonathan Freel

30

Phyllis Kujac
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FINANCE COMMITTEE
COMPARISON OF OPERATING INCOME

Offerings Offerings Offerings Offerings
2025 2024 2023 2022

January $7.813.01 59,670.48 $17.243.17 $11,240.28
February $6.021.92 §9,829.06 $7.101.46 $9.,698.08
March $6.740.00 $10,748.26 $5.903.26 $9,668.39
April $6.484.00 56,768.06 $10,174.26 $14,356.63
May $4.400.10 55,321.26 $6.837.26 $9,004.48
June 514.126.75 59,196.26 $7.021.56 57.083.14
July 57,083.86 $9.413.26 58,636.81
August 56,342.26 $5.192.26 5708126
September 57.991.31 $7.791.06 $5.610.25
October 54,765.26 $9.101.26 $12,111.46
November $10,238.00 $8.401.26 $8,679.97
December 57.479.63 $11.510.84 57,552 26
Total Offerings $45,585.78 §95433.70| $105.,690.91| $110,724.03
2025 Average Monthly
Offerings $7.587.63
2025 Avaerage Required
Monthly for Budget $8.766.33
2025 Average Offerings
vs. Average Required
for Budget ($1,168.70)

This comparison does not include memorial, bullding fund, or special project
donations. As of June 30th, we have collected $865.00 for the Caring Hands Food

Pantry.

Joy Warner, Financial Secratary

Pastor: Joyce Webb revjlwebb7G@gmail.com

(515) 480-8457

Email Prayers Requests: Missy Shaver Mishaver2@gmail.com
515-967-6288

Secretary (Newsletters & Bulleting): Amy Ferguson anbscorbin@gmail.com
515-402-6055

Financial Secretary (Estimates of Giving): Joy Wamer yoi8893{@gmail.com




